
Textile Industry in Greece 

 

Weaving in fact is connected with many other types of human activity. It is 

clearly linked to farming and generally with all the crops from which the raw 

materials come (grown cotton, grown silk, etc.). By the time of turning the raw 

material into yarn and woven, an object is created. If the product is a kind of 

household can be connected to the so-called decorative arts. If the product is 

intended for commercial transactions it is professional work (Tsatma, 2009). 

The oldest cloth found in Greece was in Lefkandi of Evvoia and dated around 

1000 BC. Ιt was a linen cloth with plain weave and a more complex woven 

belt. The looms that time were vertical with weights. Such weights are found 

in Crete and probably coexisted with other flat looms definitely been in use 

from time to Egypt. The vertical looms weights were used possibly to stretch 

the vertical yarns for weaving paper sacks. 

During the Greek Classical era (500 BC – 323 BC) the doric way of clothing 

dominates, namely a tunic worn as a veil with its endless folds arranged in an 

oval pulley. Villagers wore a woolen tunic that left the shoulder uncovered. 

The Alexandrian (323 BC – 146 BC) and the Roman era (146 BC - 330 AC) 

clothing appearance remained pretty much the same but changed the 

materials and accessories. During these periods, the use of cotton from India 

and silk from China spread. The costumes become more flamboyant and 

combined with gold carvings. In the Byzantine era (330 a.c. - 1453 a.c) and 

the Ottoman era (1453-1821) the way in which tunics are woven is 

remarkable. Clearly influenced by the Christian faith, the textiles are woven on 

the loom in a frame with the shape of the cross due to the religious 

significance of the symbol. (Papantoniou, 2000). 

The history of textiles of modern Greece is connected with the first attempts in 

1870 to industrialize the country, because since the establishment of the 

Greek state in 1830, the country grew mainly as agricultural and commercial. 

Until the Second World War the main centers of the textile industry were 

Athens, Piraeus, Lavrio, Edessa, Naoussa, Thessaloniki, Patras and 

Ermoupolis of Syros. Edessa and Naoussa textile industries existed since the 

18th century, thanks to the waterfalls, while Piraeus and Thessaloniki have 

been developed thanks to their geographical position, as ports and 

transshipment centers between Europe and the Middle East. 

The working conditions in textile factories are appalling. 80% of employees 

are women and children who work at least 10 hours a day and are paid by the 

piece. They face various health problems from the engine noise (hearing 

problems), the lack of illumination (vision problems), dust from raw materials 

(breathing problems), high temperatures and high humidity levels. Yet despite 



difficult and unhealthy working conditions, the wages are very low (Ntelezou 

et.al., 2006). 

The strong growth in the textile sector occurred after the end of World War II 

with the creation of large units until 1970. Due to the civil war the textile 

industry is limited to urban centers (Athens and Thessaloniki) and it grows in 

the countryside. In Thessaloniki, the largest textile factory was established in 

1908 and at the begining it produced mainly fezzes. The factory, named 

YFANET, although initially employed about 100 workers, it grew so much that 

at some point the workers were more than 550. The factory made a vertical 

production from yarn to blanket. For twenty years YFANET took over the 

exclusive supply of the Greek army with clothing items. In 1951 the factory 

was burned down large scale. The factory rebounded, but the large loans in 

combination with the difficulties of the market and a number of huge strikes in 

1964 led to the permanent closure of the factory in 1967. The Greek National 

Bank bought the factory and sold the old equipment for iron. In 1993 the 

factory was marked as a historical monument, example of industrial 

architecture from the Ministry of Culture. In 2000 became part of the “Costakis 

Collection” and the plans for the ruined buildings of YFANET were to become 

a Museum of Contemporary Art. From 20 March of 2004 until today is 

occupied by ananarchist group and they use it for the needs of their 

community.  

In the 1970s and 1980s the first problems appear in the textile industry 

regarding the internal demand of the market, due to the change of the  habits 

of the consumers. Costumes cease to be manufactured from fabrics as raw 

materials and people prefer to buy prêt-a-porter clothing. The heavy blow to 

the Greek textile industry, howeve,r was given in 1995, when the World Trade 

Organization adopted a new "Agreement on Textiles and Clothing", which fully 

releases imports and prohibits barriers. The Greek Textile industry was for 

decades the engine of the economic development of the country. In the 

1990s, the industry exported approximately 45% of all industrial exports of the 

country and employed nearly 170,000 workers. In 2005, according to the 

Association of the Textile Industry it accounts for 15% of GDP and employs 

120,000 workers. The sector of textile and clothing covers 23% of total 

exported goods and 47% of exported industrial products and contributes 28% 

to the industrial production of the country (ELINYAE, 2004). 

The main cause of the textile industry crisis is undoubtedly the escalating 

international competition. There is a decrease in exports (which absorb a 

significant part of domestic production) and simultaneously there is an 

increase of imports, mainly from developing countries, where production costs 

are lower. The Greek textile industry will find itself exposed to the competition 

of countries with huge comparative advantage of low labor costs. The 



situation got even worse due to the complete liberalization of trade clothing 

and textiles, which started in 2005.  

In our days, the widespread crisis that prevails in Greece since 2009 almost 

leads the Greek textile industry to extinction. Specifically, the employees in 

the textile industry are estimated to be around seventeen thousand (17.000), 

and the operating companies are estimated to be more than three hundred 

(300). The gross output value is more than 1.4 billion Euros and represents 

4.5% of the domestic industrial production. The corresponding figures at EU 

level are more than two million (2.000.000) workers in about one hundred 

thousand (100.000) enterprises involved in the sector, with the gross value of 

production amounting to around 3.5% of the total industrial production EU and 

exports close to 35 billion Euros. (Verouli I. & Pavlaki A., 2014).  
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