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Weather you know it or not cotton is the most widely used and sold fabric. 

“Cotton” It is a word printed on 

most every one’s shirt tag. The 

Cotton plant is used for textiles; 

food for cattle, and the cottonseed 

is used to make oil that is utilized in 

cooking, soup, margins, cosmetics, 

rubber and even plastics. The cotton fiber may be woven or knitted, because of 

this it is used in most household fabrics such as: velvet, corduroy, chambray, 

velour, jersey and flannel materials. It is also used to make paper, book binding, 

coffee filters, fishnets and much more.  

Cotton was not a key player for Britain until the Industrial Revolution. Due 

to Britain’s massive cultural 

impact on Europe, the British 

trading empire took cotton 

and made it a worldwide 

calamity.  In the 1660’s the 

East India Trading Company 

was sending a quarter of a 



million pieces into Britain. This number grew heavily when the general public 

grew to be more fashion forward and concerned about cleanliness. Because 

cotton may be easily washed and dyed it became the number one fabric for the 

general public, as it remains today.  

Cotton used the industrial revolution as a stairwell to the top, starting with 

Sir Richard Arkwright’s first true cotton factories. The factories originally were in 

North England around the Pennines Hills. This was ideal for the space and more 

importantly the flowing rivers that supplied power to the factories. The industry 

gave way to many jobs and new trade opportunities. 1733 became a big year for 

cotton as John Kay invented the “flying Shuttle.” This invention allowed wider 

cloth to be weaved at a faster speed. Another invention that moved cotton ahead 

was the “Spinning Jenny,” invented by James Hargreaves in 1765.  This allowed 

for a higher number of threads a machine could spin. In 1969 Richard Arkwright 

invented the “Water Frame.” This utilized water as a source of power, but also 



produced a better thread then the “Spinning Jenny.” Up next the “Mule” was 

invented and made the best thread than any other machine out there. Other 

inventions that were game changers for cotton were Boulton and Watt’s Steam 

Engine, which powered factories and machinery. The well-known loom, made in 

1812 was a massive component for the success of cotton because now factories 

could produce a finished product from one building.  

Great Britain was the king of cotton trading in Europe and with India; all of 

these successes did however have a downside. Child labor was increased do to 

the 64 new factories built between 1790 and 1821. This was eventually 

challenged by parliament with numerous Acts passed to protect children. 

Today Cotton is still 

a large contributor to Great 

Britain’s economy making 

them still the “Workshop of 

the West.” The cotton 

Industry has given jobs to 

millions in the course of its 

development. Cotton has and continues to provide job security for farmers to 

factory workers all the way up to designers and corporations.  The little letters on 

your clothing tag has had a bigger impact than most 

will ever realize and proceeds to be well trusted and 

used by millions around the world.  


